why AHA is a great place to work. CEO and
Co-Founder Marty Holloran answered our
questions about Lexington and his thriving
business.
How many employees work for your
business?
We have approximately 80 employees in
Lexington.
What made you want to start your business?
There was an opportunity to service the
industry.

AHA Consulting Engineers
CEO/Co-Founder: Marty Holloran
Year Founded: 1991
Address: 24 Hartwell Ave #3, Lexington, MA
02421
Size: 13,000 ft2
AHA Consulting Engineers go beyond the
normal business relations to create a sort of
family for their staff. Their loyalty and trust
towards one another ensures that each of
their clients receive exemplary services, and
their commitment to using their extensive
knowledge to support charities and social
causes are just some of the many reasons

What made you want to set up your business
in Lexington?
The demographics and the potential
employee draw. I lived in the North shore
and the other founding partner lived in the
South shore. A major client we have offered
us space in Lexington and the opportunity to
work in their Park.
What do you feel Lexington offers that is
unique?
The location is key--easy access to Boston,
Cambridge, and the North and South Shore.
How has the Lexington community affected
your business?
We have many clients and projects in
Lexington and Waltham. It is a good place to
do work with reasonable public officials.

How would you describe Lexington’s sentiment
towards businesses like yours?
We feel like we are being treated as partners in
the community.
Do your employees like the Hartwell Ave location?
Why or why not?
The staff loves Hartwell, but more amenities
nearby and public transportation options would be
a huge benefit.
What has changed in your business since moving
to Lexington?
We have grown from 2 people to 150 nationwide. We have used technology much more and have
advanced our productivity.
Are there specific changes you would suggest to improve business?
Hartwell Ave shuttles to Alewife, and any amenities that would allow us to attract more Millennial
types.

db studios
Owner: Kendall Sealey
Year Founded: 2018
Address: 442 Marrett Rd, Lexington, MA
02421
Size: 1,500 ft2
Whether you have two left feet or are looking
for a way to wow your guests during your
first dance, db studios owner Kendall Sealey
has you covered. In her bright, sunny studio,
Kendall teaches all ages in all different kinds
of dance.
How many employees work for your
business?
Two.
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Find db studios on Social Media!
Facebook: db studios
Instagram: @dbballroomstudios
http://www.dancingbuns.com/

What made you want to start your business?
I had worked at a couple different ballroom
dance studios, and I have always wanted to
have my own business, to be able to have the
types of classes that I wanted to do and it
seemed like the right time and I found the
right space so I went for it. I like the idea of
parents also being able to dance, not just
kids. So my first focus was adults because
that’s what I’ve been doing for a while but
then I kind of wanted to go back to my roots
because I kind of grew up doing ballet and
jazz and contemporary.
What kinds of dance classes do you offer?
It’s ballroom--so under the umbrella of
ballroom is foxtrot, tango, waltz, cha-cha,
rumba, swing, salsa, mambo, hustle, bolero.
But then for our kids classes we also teach

ballet, jazz, and creative movement.
What made you want to set up your business
in Lexington?
A lot of my students that I had lived around
the area. So I wanted a nice location in
something that was a beautiful space and
had parking, and a lot of my clients already
lived in Belmont, Arlington, Lexington so it
was the perfect place.

What do you feel Lexington offers that is
unique?
I think it’s a very close-knit community.
People seem to look out for each other, help
each other. For example, when I moved into
this building [the neighbors] came over right
away to say hi to me, people kind of help
each other out, and there are a lot of groups
and resources for families which I think is
really nice. So, it gives that community feel
which I really wanted in the studio as well.
How has the Lexington community affected
your business?
They’re great. Since I’m not from here,
they’ve brought me around and shown me

different businesses and had me meet other
people. So that’s been pretty great, to feel like
you belong in the community even though I
actually don’t live here I just run my
business here.
How would you describe Lexington’s
sentiment towards businesses like yours?
I think they’re excited because it’s the first
ballroom dance studio that I’m aware of, so
I’ve gotten a lot of feedback, especially from
an adult’s perspective. It is really nice for
couples to be able to do something together
and people who are retiring and looking for
exercise it’s a new hobby. Dance offers a lot
for adults. It’s a lot of agility and balance and
memory and it’s low impact so people have
really been excited about that which is really
nice.
Why is Marrett Road a great place for your
business?
I love it here. It has that nestled community
feeling. There are some businesses and
some residences so this is a bit more of a
relaxing vibe. You’ll be dancing and
someone will be walking their dog. I like it a
lot, it’s really nice to dance and look outside.

Partner Therapeutics
Chief Financial Officer: Bill McClements
Year founded: Started 2017, formally
launched 2018
Address: 19 Muzzey St., Lexington, MA 02421
Size: About 5,000 ft2
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Partner Therapeutics is a commercial-stage
biotech company focused on the
development and commercialization of
therapeutics that improve health and
economic outcomes in the treatment of
cancer. PTx’s development focus spans the
entire range of cancer therapy from primary
treatments to supportive care. The company
believes in delivering great products in
support of medical teams with the purpose
of creating the best possible outcomes for
patients and their families.

Learn More About Partner Therapeutics!
Linkedin: Partner Therapeutics
Twitter: @partnertx
Facebook: Partner Therapeutics
https://www.partnertx.com/

How many employees work for your
business?
We have 140 employees, roughly 15 of whom
work at our Lexington headquarters right
now, but we expect to grow.
What made you want to start your business?
We are passionate about improving cancer
care. We believe that there are oncology
drugs that are being neglected by larger
companies and not realizing their full
potential for impact on patients. We have
brought together a team with the deep
expertise to help move these drugs forward.

What made you want to set up your business in Lexington?
Most of us have commuted to Cambridge for years and decided that we’d be happier with our lives
and have lower rent costs if we located our office in the Lexington area. When we found our
space on Muzzey St., we were very excited by all the amenities available in Lexington Center.
What do you feel Lexington offers that is unique?
It offers a town center that is vibrant and charming.
The connections to America’s revolutionary roots may
also provide good karma for a company that is trying
to alter the status quo.
How has the Lexington community affected your
business?
Too soon to tell. Two team members are long time
residents, so hopefully we will have a positive effect on
the business.
How would you describe Lexington’s sentiment towards businesses like yours?
I suspect it is largely indifferent given we don’t provide services that are generally relevant to
people in the community. Generally, people we have worked with have been very supportive.
What does being in the center of town do for your business?
Access to coffee shops, restaurants, pharmacies and a copy center is really great. We also think it will help
define our culture and identity over time. You don’t see many businesses like ours in this setting.

Pinot’s Palette
Owner: Reshma Katwa
Year founded: 2014
Address: 7A Meriam St, Lexington, MA 02420
Size: 2,030 ft2

If there’s one thing that Pinot’s Palette wants
you to know, it’s that art is not just for kids.
Ask business owner Reshma Katwa, who lists
a multitude of events hosted at Pinot’s Palette
for audiences of all ages. From kids birthday
parties to girl’s night out, Pinot’s Palette has
hosted fabulous events for all ages since
their opening in 2014. Reshma and her six
employees spend their time at Pinot’s Palette
assuring that each artist (whether
experienced or not) realizes their full
potential and brings home a piece they are
proud of.

Find Pinot’s Palette on Social Media!
Facebook: Pinot’s Palette (Lexington Center)
Twitter: @PinotsPalette
Instagram: @pinotspalette
https://www.pinotspalette.com/lexingtoncenter

What made you want to start your business?
In 2013, I remember reading an article about
women in business, and then I had a small
ad pop up. I was kind of curious looking at
the name what it was--it didn’t really give
what this could be, but it had the wine and it
had the palette, so out of curiosity I did click,
and then I saw this awesome YouTube video,
and [the franchise] was moving out to other
states so I decided to try it out. I always
wanted to do something on my own

and I always wanted to run a business on my own.
So out of curiosity, I clicked, and I said ‘Oh my god
this is so perfect. It’s something new, I haven’t
heard of it, it has girls-night-out, it has drinking
and socializing; you could tap into almost any
demographic because it’s art, and art in a way that
is also for adults. So you always think ‘art is for
kids, they draw and have drawing lessons’, but
there has never been a business that could take art
and put it in the adult category and make it so
much fun. I think the concept really caught my eye
and it was something I really thought would be a good fit for me, so then I applied for an
application. It took me a while, it took me a year to find a space and process, and I opened January
2014.
What do you feel Lexington offers that is
unique?
I think Lexington’s mixed demographic. I feel
it’s a really good combination culture-wise and
it’s a good combination because you do have a
lot of great companies around, pharmaceutical
companies that have corporate events that we
entertain here--all very local. I think the center
itself has a lot of different restaurants and
businesses that I can have a partnership with,
and I think these are two big factors that are
very unique.
How has the Lexington community affected your business?
I think it’s a very strong community. I especially think the moms out there, who have come here
and had a great time,have really liked the concept and they’re very strong advocates. If they like it
they’re out there for you. So I think it’s really the moms in this town that are so amazing and
strong. They’ll put the word out for you and their intentions are really good--they want to help out
the small businesses in town.

How would you describe Lexington’s sentiment
towards businesses like yours?
There are different organizations here in
Lexington which I think support the businesses,
and one of the strong organizations is Discovery
Day, which is done every year. There are so many
events that different organizations have that I
think support the businesses and get the word out.
It is very unique, and we do tap into kids, adults,
corporate, and seniors, so there is something that
we can offer to everybody, so I think they do see
the value that my business can accommodate most of the community here--it’s not limited.
What does being in the center of town do for your business?
I think the exposure is a lot. I think everybody that comes to the town is aware of the local
businesses around here, and I think being in the center is definitely being in the core. The
visibility is very high, though I’m not on Mass Ave, and I do get a lot of exposure being in the
center. Also, during the summer, they do these concerts right across the street and they attract
thousands of people, so it is a direct visibility, and I think it really is a great spot to be in the
center.

How many employees work for your
business?
We’re right about 10. It depends on the day
of the week. We’ve got a number of summer
baristas who come in who are in college and
spend time here in between going to school,
so we fluctuate. Otherwise we have a really
good retention rate.
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Ride Studio Cafe
Co-Owner: Patria Vandermark
Year Founded: 2010
Address: 1720 Massachusetts Avenue,
Lexington, MA 02420
Size: around 1,400 ft2
Ride Studio Cafe is not your average bike
store. Not only do they have the coolest bikes
around, but they have great coffee, too.
Located in Lexington Center, Ride Studio has
built a reputation of excellence when it
comes to bikes and food service. They have a
second location called Ride Headquarters in
Sherborn, MA. Whether you’re an avid
cyclist, recreational bike rider or one who
appreciates a good cup of coffee, you’re
welcome here.

What made you want to start your business?
The synergy between bikes and coffee is
tremendous. Both bikes and coffee make
most people happy. We also serve non-coffee
options and decaf options for people who
need that, but we really wanted to create a
community space, and the best way to do
that is to offer both things under one roof.
What made you want to set up your business
in Lexington?
Lexington is a wonderful thoroughfare for
cyclists coming out of the city--it channels a
lot of towns through where people are trying
to get to the good riding. So, we’re right on
Mass Ave., right across the street from the
Minuteman commuter bikeway, which is also
terrific locale. I think the bike path also
encourages people to come out this way,
whether they take the bike path or not. So a
lot of times, people will take the road, but
just the path being there is encouraging to
cyclists just to be in this area. So it was
strategic in that it’s close to great riding, it’s
not that far from the city, sort of a really
happy medium of both of these places.

What do you feel Lexington offers that is
unique?
Lexington is at a perfect crossroads. The
location of it is ideal because a lot of people
live nearby and so many others pass
through. It has a historic side which makes it
great to be here for Patriots’ Day. The parklet
is one of the most forward-thinking projects
in the state of Massachusetts--it was the first
parklet in the state. The town was extremely
instrumental in getting that out here and if
we had lived in another town we may not
have had that, and that is pivotal in the
well-being of our business. People enjoy
hanging out outside after rides. It brings
people here to shop - and not just to our
establishment, but to every business in
Lexington Center. People with dogs have a
place to be together with their food and
drink. As the term “parklet” suggests, it’s a
public space, so people bring their own food,
meet up with their families, so much quality
time is spent together in that parklet.

young businesses and then on the weekends
it’s full of people who are riding their bikes.
Every level of cyclist feels comfortable here,
everyone from ‘I don’t know how to put air in
my tires, I haven’t pulled my bike out in the
last six months’ to ‘I ride a bike all the time,
I’m doing some really long, intense events,
I’m riding across the country’ we work with
all of those people, and they all feel
comfortable here. It’s a nice mix of interest
in cycling.

How has the Lexington community affected
your business?
We have terrific ride leaders, many of whom
live in or near Lexington, who have been
pivotal in leading our group rides, and that
has been really helpful to pull people in
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when we have really well-led rides. We have
How would you describe Lexington’s
an incredible amount of diverse, interesting,
sentiment towards businesses like yours?
people who come here for whatever reasons.
I feel like we’ve gotten a ton of support from
It’s great because everyone feels comfortable
the Economic development office. The town
sitting here in the same space. There’s some
has done some really nice things with
interesting thought that goes on through
parking, it costs employees a dollar per day
here--we’ve got an angel investor who comes
here and sits down with people to help really
to park in the lot out back, which makes it easier to work here and live out of town.

What does being in the center of town do for your business?
We get really nice flow-through of people, a lot of curiosity, people walk in. The visibility is
helpful. For group rides, it’s easier to get group rides out and just being in a place where people
will stop to smell the coffee and plan or go out on their next bike ride.
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Find Ride Studio Cafe on Social Media!
Facebook: Ride Studio Cafe
Twitter: @ridestudiocafe
Instagram: @ridestudiocafe
https://www.ridestudiocafe.com/

Wicked Bagel
Owner: Maria Mahoney
Year founded: 2017
Address: 171 Massachusetts Ave, Lexington,
MA 02420
Size: About 3,000 ft2

Something just didn’t seem right to Maria
Mahoney when she left New York and came
to Lexington-- it was the bagels! So Maria set
out to bring those fresh, amazing, New York
bagels to our small town and has succeeded.
Whether you want cream cheese, lox, or an
egg sandwich, Wicked Bagel is sure to leave
you coming back for more.
Find Wicked Bagel on Social Media!
Facebook: Wicked Bagel
Twitter: @Wicked_Bagel

How many employees work for your
business?
25 Full and/or part-time employees, many of
which are local from Lexington or Arlington.

Instagram: @wickedbagel171
https://www.wickedbagel.com/

What made you want to start your business?
After spending several years living and
working in NYC, we wanted to have access to
what we so missed so much when we left, a
real New York style bagel. We have always
been in the food business, love to entertain
family and friends with a great food
experiences, and the idea was born!

What made you want to set up your business
in Lexington?
Being Lexington residents and raising our
family in town, it just made sense to stay
local.
What do you feel Lexington offers that is
unique?
A diverse community with many different
cultural and ethnic food backgrounds. We
love the fact that many of our customers walk
to the store. They can enjoy the food, read,
run into friends and also take our bagels to
go.
How has the Lexington community affected your business?
We have received lots of support and draw from surrounding towns like Arlington, Belmont,
Cambridge and Winchester. East Lexington is centrally located with convenient parking and
access. Our student discount draws form several high schools and we just started a ½ off a Dozen
Bagels the last Friday of the month that has really taken off

