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Executive Summary
It was a privilege to be selected to study and conceive of strategies to preserve Lexington’s venerable
Stone Building. The challenges of preserving the historic fabric of this distinguished old building while
facilitating its rebirth as a functional, accessible community resource are many, but the rewards are rich
for the residents of Lexington. Paramount in our approach was the retention of the building’s uniquely
important historic character and its embodied association with Asher Benjamin and the Greek Revival in
American architecture, beautifully expressed in the East Lexington neighborhood in residential buildings
and especially in the Follen Church.
Today, after performing the Historic Structure Report and Recommendations, we have a deep
understanding of the historic significance of the Stone Building as one of the United State’s earliest
Lyceums built purposefully for enlightened dialogue and learning. We know which of the issues observed
in examination of the physical condition are of real concern, and which can be readily managed. We
appreciate the constraints and opportunities of the historic building, and have envisioned a rehabilitation
scenario that helps achieve the community uses envisioned by the Town and would continue the tradition
of intellectual discourse and lively public use for the citizens of Lexington. We also have cost
recommendations attached to immediate repairs, permanent stabilization of the historic building, and
renovations and additions that will expand the accessibility and functionality of the building and extend
its life within the community for generations to come.
In June 2009, Menders, Torrey & Spencer, Inc. (MTS) was engaged by the Town of Lexington, acting
through Carl F. Valente, Town Administrator, to provide a detailed Historic Structure Report for the
Stone Building. Stated requirements included identifying changes in the building over time, assessing
stabilization needs, restoration plans, paint analysis of paint schemes over time, preparing a cyclical
maintenance plan and adaptive use and universal access assessment.
The report’s overarching objective was to lay the groundwork for understanding the history of the
building and describe needs to be met for use of the building compatible with its history. The study is
broken into four parts and begins with an historical analysis of the historic setting and context, the
rationale for construction of The Stone Building, and a chronology of use history. Next is the architectural
history, an annotated chronology of the building from 1833 to the completion of this report. Following
that are four pages of floor plans illustrating the conjectural original construction, changes in the 19th
century, the 1946-1947 renovation and the 2009 plan. With history as a foundation, the report then
describes structural deficiencies and building code concerns, assesses the historic building fabric,
identifies character-defining features, describes and prioritizes preservation treatments, provides estimates
for those treatments, and lays out a cyclical maintenance plan.
The second part of the report contains the materials investigations. Exterior paint analysis has chronicled
19 generations of exterior painting, including surprising early paints that included sand paints and
pigments. Interior analysis shows less layering, as is expected, and speculation about use of calcimine
paint that has left no trace. The section concludes with a listing of character-defining features, which are
physical elements of building history that tie directly to its historical significance as an early Lyceum.
Our recommendations begin with conditions assessment of the building today. Following that is a
description of work to be executed in the Fall and Winter of 2009 as immediate stabilization, projected at
a cost of $15,000. Long-term preservation of the historic building consists of restoring the building
envelope at a projected cost of $205,000. Finally, interior rehabilitation and construction of an addition in
the not-too- distant future is described at a projected cost of $1,625,000.
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The maintenance plan is in two sections, first showing requirements for a building which has had the
exterior preserved and the second a maintenance plan for a fully renovated building with an addition.
Appendices include research bibliography, the unabridged research methodology and structural report,
pricing estimating and outline specifications for the recommendations, copies of presentations, and copies
of photographs taken during the report research portion of the project.
Summary
Grounded realism should be joined with vision and energy in imaging and describing a future for the
Stone Building. The legacy of this building, just as the necessities that created and sustained it over nearly
two centuries, should be celebrated actively – not just remembered. To preserve it is to do more than keep
the roofs weather tight – its future must be logical, visionary and compelling. We have been consistently
impressed with the interest and commitment of the Town Administrator, Community Preservation
Committee, Historical Commission, the Special Stone Building Committee of the Permanent Building
Committee, the Heritage Center Committee, and the Lexington Library System. Collaboration, creativity
and insight amongst these groups brought this project to its current place in time, and will be necessary to
move it to the next stage.
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Methodology
This plan represents a collaborative effort between Menders, Torrey & Spencer, Inc. (MTS) and the Town
of Lexington, MA.
Working meetings facilitated by MTS were held with Patrick Goddard and Mark Barret of the Lexington
Public Facilities Department; Carl Oldenburg, Richard Perry, Sally Zimmerman and Sara Chase of the
Sub-Committee of the Permanent Building Committee; and other stakeholders at the Stone Building on
several occasions to observe progress. An interim report was presented by Lynne Spencer and Patrick
Guthrie to the Permanent Building Committee on August 11, 2009. The final presentation occurred on
September 29, 2009.
The project team was assembled and coordinated by Lynne Spencer, partner and preservation principal at
Menders, Torrey & Spencer, Inc. Patrick Guthrie, project manager for MTS, directed on-site
investigations and orchestrated the investigation.
Anne Grady, Architectural Historian prepared the narrative history, context research and wrote the
chronology of documented changes. Research on the Stone Building included an examination of
documents and published sources in various repositories, consultation with experts on East Lexington and
the Lyceum Movement and oral history. These methods were intended to complement the physical
investigation of the building and provide a context for construction and changes to use of the building.
William Finch of Finch & Rose, historic preservation consultants made repeated visits to the site to
collect physical samples. The primary goal was to characterize the various color treatments of the
building throughout its evolution. A secondary goal was identifying significant changes to the exterior
revealed by the paint and related historic photographs. Exterior paint samples from clapboards were
obtained following the removal of limited areas of aluminum siding. Samples were examined under both
visible and UV light under a microscope.
Greg Nowak of Structures North Consulting Engineers and his team conducted the structural engineering
assessments of the building, commented on existing condition and prepared a report explaining the
reinforcing required to bring the structure to compliance with building code requirements.
Peter Timothy of A.M. Fogarty prepared the cost estimates for renovation based on outline plans and
specifications developed by Patrick and Lynne from MTS.
The MTS prepared the conditions assessment, chronicle of immediate, preservation and restoration and
renovation requirements. The team also wrote the cyclical maintenance plan and synthesized the reports
of consultants. When not incorporated into the body of the report, consultant reports are included in their
entirety in the appendices to this report.
The final report is issued both as a printed document and in electronic format as a portable document
format (.pdf). Ten copies were delivered along with the compact disc.
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HISTORICAL ANALYSIS
This section provides the history of the Stone Building as recorded in documents and publications of use
and occupancy from initial construction in 1833 through the Library use of the building until 2007. It
briefly examines the context in which the building was built and evaluates the documentary evidence
related to why Eli Robbins chose to build it.
Title History
1833

Eli Robbins

C. 1840

Rev. Stillman L. Lothrop

1851

Abner Stone

1872

Mrs. Abner (Ellen A.) Stone

1890

Ellen A. Stone, Jr.

1892

Town of Lexington

Historical Setting and Context
Introduction:
In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, East Lexington became the locus of manufacturing,
entrepreneurial spirit and prosperity that outstripped the rest of Lexington. The leading industry, fur
dressing, is estimated to have employed over 300 people at its height in an era when the population of
Lexington went from 941 in 1790 to 1543 in 1830.1 Other businesses and supporting trades such as
tanning, saw and grist mills, wheelwright and blacksmithing shops, and a shop that sold West Indian
goods contributed to the economic vitality of the East Village, as it was called at the time. Stephen
Robbins (1758-1847) and his son, Eli (1786-1856), were the men chiefly responsible for the growth of
East Lexington. They, along with Ambrose Morell, another successful fur dresser, had national and
international contacts that apparently gave them more cosmopolitan views than were held in other parts of
town where farming was the chief occupation. These views led them to associate with leading thinkers of
the day such as Emerson, Theodore Parker, and Charles Follen, and to bring these people to speak to their
neighbors in the village.
Eli Robbins, in particular, used his wealth for the public good. As Bradford Smith said, he “put his heart
into all new enterprises for the benefit of the [village].”2 Robbins, perhaps because of his associations
beyond Lexington, absorbed a progressive outlook that led him to be an early supporter of abolition and a
provider of benefits to the workingman. Evidence indicates that the Robbins women shared Eli’s
progressive spirit. Among the benefits were that “in 1815 he bought twenty-two acres of land on the
south side of Main St. (Massachusetts Avenue) from Oak St. to near the brook and sold the land very low
1

George O. Smith, “Reminiscences of the Fur Industry,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900), 175. The number 300 includes men, women and
girls, who worked in the shops, and “many girls in well-to-do families, who found good revenue for ‘pin money’ in
sewing furs and making capes and muffs in their homes.”
2
Bradford Smith, “History of the Stone Building,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900), 145.
Menders, Torrey & Spencer
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and helped men to put up houses.” 3 Robbins also planted the shade trees that graced Massachusetts
Avenue in the nineteenth century.
The most notable of Eli Robbins’s improvements was his construction of the Stone Building in 1833.
Secondary sources, mostly articles in the Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society, cite three
disparate reasons why Robbins built the Stone Building: 1) as a place for freedom of speech and
expression of anti-slavery sentiments; 2) as a place for religious services; and 3) as a venue for lyceum
lectures. One objective of the research for the current historic structure report has been to identify which
of the reasons is the most likely, in the absence of any known statement from Robbins himself. The
following discussion suggests that providing a place for lyceum lectures was most likely Robbins’s main
goal.
The economic and architectural vigor of East Lexington in the 1830s is evident today in the thirty-three
buildings built in that decade that survive along Massachusetts Avenue. Grecian motifs, drawn from
Asher Benjamin’s architectural books, grace eight of these buildings in addition to the Stone Building;
that, in itself, bespeaks the progressive spirit of the village. Architecture in what is known today as the
Greek Revival style was burgeoning in the period. Americans were looking for a style that would express
a distinctly American cultural identity. Americans saw a kinship between their own democratic system
and that of ancient Greece. The association with Greece became even stronger when the Greeks
successfully overthrew a foreign oppressor during the war of independence from the Turks between 1821
and 1829, just as Americans had won their own war of independence. 4 Suddenly Grecian architecture
assumed the role of a national style that expressed America’s coming of age and forward looking attitude.
A parallel search for a national literature led to the explosion of literary creativity known as the American
Renaissance, which included authors Emerson, Hawthorne, Thoreau and Melville.
Asher Benjamin:
Asher Benjamin, prolific writer of architectural books for carpenter/builders, popularized the Federal
Style beginning in 1797 when he published The Country Builder’s Assistant at the age of 24. It was the
first architectural pattern book written by an American, though it borrowed heavily from English sources.
After three books presenting building designs and motifs based on Roman classical architecture that was
the source of the Federal style, Benjamin declared in 1830 in the preface to his book, The Practical House
Carpenter, that the “Roman” architecture of the past years “has been entirely changed for the Grecian.”5
In Benjamin’s next book, The Practice of Architecture, published in 1833, he went further stating, “The
text is taken from the Grecian system, which is now universally adopted by the first professors of the art
both in Europe and America, and whose plain, massive features are particularly adapted to the republican
habits of this country.” 6
Isaac Melvin:
In the Spring of 1833 Eli Robbins commissioned Isaac Melvin (1811-1853) to design a building suitable
for public meetings and lectures. “The plan was presented to Mr. Robbins, and, meeting with his
approval, its construction was given to Mr. Melvin and commenced at once.”7 At the start of his career,
Isaac Melvin was just the kind of craftsman to whom Benjamin directed his book, men whom Benjamin
3

Ibid., 144-145.
William H. Pierson, Jr., American Buildings and Their Architects: the Colonial and Neoclassical Phase (New
York: Doubleday & Company Inc., 1970), 418.
5
Asher Benjamin, The Practical House Carpenter (1830; Reprint, New York: Da Capo Press, 1972), iii.
6
Asher Benjamin, The Practice of Architecture (1833; Reprint, New York: Da Capo Press, 1972), iv.
7
Bradford Smith, “History of the Stone Building,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900), 147.
4
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identified as “carpenters in country villages who aspire to eminence in their business, and have no
architect to consult.”8 Melvin equipped himself with Asher Benjamin’s 1830 and 1833 books that
promoted Grecian architecture. In fact, he must have picked up the latter book hot off the press, for the
preface in the book is dated March 19, 1833. Although Melvin cannot be directly linked to any of the
other buildings in East Lexington that display elements of Grecian architecture from these books, such as
doorways, his presence in the village, and the progressive inclination of residents, must have stimulated
others to dress their houses in the new style. 9
Like Benjamin, Melvin evolved over the course of his career from housewright to architect. In 1846, he
still called himself carpenter when he was in partnership with a man named Page. Between 1848 and
1852, he practiced as an architect with Isaiah Budd Young. 10 He is known to have designed thirty-five
buildings, nineteen of them in Cambridge where he resided after 1841. The five buildings Melvin
designed in Lexington set an architectural tone unmatched by other buildings in the town at the time. In
addition to the Stone Building, Melvin designed the old Town Hall of 1846, used after 1871 as the high
school (Melvin’s rendering of the building hangs in the Town Offices, second floor) 11; the First Parish
Church (1847); the Capt. Daniel Chandler House at 2117 Massachusetts Avenue of the late 1840s in the
Italianate style; and a twin Italianate house at 2 Gibson Road, the General Samuel Chandler House
(1849). 12
Stone Building Original Construction:
The Stone building was built as a temple front structure with a portico supported by four Doric columns.
Design motifs drawn from Asher Benjamin’s 1830 and 1833 books embellished the exterior and interior
of the building. In particular the frontispiece, or doorway, was a virtual copy of Plate XXVIII in
Benjamin’s 1833 book, The Practice of Architecture.
The first floor and the ell housed the residential part of the building. A combination of building
archaeology, oral history, and notations of the 1946 renovation plans indicates that there were two rooms
on either side of the central hall. The rear room on the northwest side was the parlor. A second entrance
and vestibule on the northwest side gave access to the two rooms on that side and to the central hall. The
ell, unlike the main house, was built without a cellar. It must have contained the kitchen and other service
rooms. In the nineteenth century the building was known as the Mansion House.
The ceremonial approach for people attending lectures would have been through the elaborate doorway at
the center of the portico, along the broad central hallway and up the straight-run stairs to the upper
hallway that led to the lecture hall. The lecture hall encompassed the front two thirds of the building. Two
rear rooms flanked the upstairs hallway.

8

Asher Benjamin, The Practice of Architecture (1833; Reprint, New York: Da Capo Press, 1972), iii.
See Elizabeth W. Reinhardt and Anne A. Grady, “Asher Benjamin in East Lexington,” Old-Time New England
Ser. No. 247-248 (October 1979); 23-35.
10
Karen Davis, “The Buildings of Isaac Melvin: A Partial Catalog of his Work,” Graduate School paper, Boston
University, 1995.
11
The building was later split in two and the parts incorporated into two buildings on Woburn St.
12
Worthen Collection, Cary Memorial Library.
9
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Reason for Construction of the Stone Building
The Lyceum Movement and the East Lexington Lyceum:
The Lyceum Movement, with roots in British Mechanics Institutes, was the brainchild in this country of
Josiah Holbrook, who founded the first lyceum in Millville, Massachusetts in 1826. The movement was
the result of a confluence of cultural forces including a new interest in natural sciences; a new populism
engendered in the Jacksonian era; a push for more universal education; and a desire to uplift and educate
workingmen (who had recently received the right to vote). The lyceum, which grew to be a national
movement, “was based on the simple idea: the coming together of ordinary people – merchants, lawyers,
ministers, mechanics, farmers, neighbors all – for the high-minded purpose of learning from one another
and from experts about the latest discoveries regarding the physical, social and moral world.” 13 The name
“lyceum,” chosen by early promoters of the movement for its reference to Aristotle’s lyceum in ancient
Greece, was also favored because it was thought to be a neutral word without class associations.14
The movement flourished in Massachusetts in the late 1820s and 1830s, particularly in Middlesex County
where by 1832 sixteen towns had lyceums. 15 Though by 1840, 137 towns throughout Massachusetts had
established lyceums, Eastern Massachusetts remained, as one scholar said, “the utopia of the lyceum.” 16
The movement had such an impact that one observer imagined that the previous generation would say of
the current generation, “How vastly do your resources of information outstrip ours – how greatly has your
age outstripped that in which we lived.” 17
The Lexington Lyceum was established in 1829. 18 The lectures in Lexington very likely were held in the
Centre Village, where the First Parish Meetinghouse and the Academy building had spaces large enough
to accommodate a sizable audience. The lyceum ran from October through May and consisted of
“Lectures, Instrumental Music, Discussions, Declamations, Pieces of Composition in Poetry handed to
the President.” The cost was seventy-five cents annually or ten cents an evening. 19 Lyceums were, with
rare exceptions, funded by such subscriptions. The Robbins family attended at least one lecture in
Lexington Center. Ellen Robbins’s noted in her diary on Oct. 8, 1838, “All went up to the Academy
Building to hear Mr. Williams.” The lyceum movement was the forerunner of today’s adult education and
programs such as Humanities Councils’ sponsorship of local discussions.
It would have been characteristic of Eli Robbins to want to provide a place for lyceum lectures closer to
home at a time when he was improving the East Village in other ways. His daughter, Ellen, records in her
diary attending lyceum lectures in January and February of 1834, about as soon as the Stone Building
could have been completed, which strengthens the idea that Robbins had a lyceum in mind when he
constructed the Stone Building. The timing is significant because Robbins did not yet know that Town
Meeting would decline to support construction of a meetinghouse in East Lexington. Therefore, he
13

Robert A. Gross, “From Moral Reform to Popular Amusement: The Strange Career of the Nineteenth Century
Lyceum,” lecture to the NEH Landmarks Workshop, Millbury, Mass, May 27, 2007, p. 2. Kindly shared by the
author with Anne Grady.
14
Angela G. Ray, The Lyceum and Public /culture in the Nineteenth Century (East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan
State University Press, 2005): 3-4.
15
Yeoman’s Gazette (Concord newspaper), February 11, 1832
16
Carl Bode, The American Lyceum: Town Meeting of the Mind (New York: Oxford University Press, 1956), 45.
Diana Fithian, The Lyceum Movement: A Revolution in American Education, April 19, 2000. Women in
Literature. http://community.tncc.edu/faculty/longt/FriendshipBook/LyceumMovement.
17
Joseph Felt of Salem, as quoted in Carl Bode, The American Lyceum: Town Meeting of the Mind (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1956), 49.
18
Yeoman’s Gazette (Concord newspaper), February 11, 1832.
19
Ibid.
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probably was not expecting that the hall, known at the time as Robbins Hall, would be used for public
worship. One would still wish for further documentation about the East Lexington Lyceum’s inception,
such as exists for Concord and Salem.
Beginning with the two references to the lyceum in Ellen Robbins’s diary in the winter of 1834 and
continuing through the hiring by Amos Adams, the president of the East Lexington Lyceum, of Emerson
to give a lecture in 1849, there are now over a dozen known references to the use of the Stone Building
for lyceum lectures.
The layout of the upstairs hall is remarkably close to the plan for village Lyceum buildings that Holbrook
recommended in his journal, Family Lyceum in 1832. The two rooms adjacent to the lecture hall were to
be used as a laboratory for scientific apparatus and a cabinet to hold mineral collections, instructional
equipment, and a library. 20 Holbrook envisioned furnishing “every town and village in the American
Union with a place of intellectual and social resort for all its citizens.”21

Holbrook’s plan for the first floor of a village lyceum.
The second floor held classrooms.
Research to date has identified no other lyceum building in Massachusetts that is as well preserved as the
Stone Building and only one that is earlier. The database of properties inventoried at the Massachusetts
Historical Commission (MACRIS) lists five buildings still called Lyceums:
Salem Lyceum, 1831, now a restaurant;
Brewster Village Hall - Lyceum, 1850;
Lyceum Building, Winchester, 1851, greatly altered;
Worthington Lyceum Hall, 1860;
Lyceum Hall, Yarmouth, 1881.

20

Josiah Holbrook, American Lyceum 1, no. 15 (November 1832): 59,
Josiah Holbrook, Family Lyceum, Extra Issue, August 1833. Holbrook indicates that this plan had been published
earlier elsewhere.
21
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Google lists additional lyceum buildings in Dorchester (1840), Gloucester, Seekonk and Harvard,
Massachusetts.
Eli Robbins’s Abolitionist Views:
There are references to Eli Robbins having built the Stone Building as a place for free speech on such
topics as abolition and temperance. Although cited in other reports, perhaps the best reference to this
being Eli Robbins’s motivation is given in George O. Smith’s “Reminiscences of the Fur Industry,” a
paper delivered in 1896. Smith quotes one of Robbins’s daughters as telling him that “when the building
was being erected, the anti-slavery and temperance agitations were beginning, and it was found difficult
to procure suitable places for discussion of these topics. The school committee had refused the use of the
school-house, and the church was closed to petitioners.” 22 The Robbins family was known to have antislavery sentiments. In a brief part of Ellen Robbins’s diary that survives from 1838, there are four
references to people coming to the Robbins House to discuss abolition. Apparently, however, others in
East Lexington and in Massachusetts in general did not share the Robbins’s interest in 1833. For
example, Harriet Martineau feared attack by a mob in 1835 after she spoke in favor of abolition. Further
research is needed to identify sources that might confirm the antislavery motivation for building the Stone
Building. It should be noted that there was a general prohibition against religion or politics, such as
abolition, as subjects for lyceum lectures.
References to Lyceum Lectures in Robbins Hall:
1834, Jan. 24

Ellen A. Robbins (sixteen years of age): “All went to the lyceum in the
evening. Mr. Peskit (?) lectured. The question for debate was novell (sic)
reading. Had a beautiful time.” 23

Feb. 11

Ellen A. Robbins: “Tuesday, went to the Lyceum. Mr. Muzzy lectured.”24

March 13

Ellen A. Robbins: “Went to the Lyceum while there Martins Tufts
lectured.” 25

1839, March 8

Letter from R. W. Emerson, presumably to Eli Robbins:
My Dear Sir,
I am engaged next Wednesday evening at home; but on Thursday
Evening, I will come to East Lexington to read a lecture, if it is
desired by your Lyceum. If I do not hear from you to the contrary,
I will come.
Respectfully,
R. W. Emerson26

22

George O. Smith, “Reminiscences of the Fur Industry,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II,
1900, pp 177-178,
23
Ellen Adelia Robbins (b. March 21, 1817) Diary, 1834 (booklet #47) Lexington Historical Society Archives.
Perhaps Mr. Peskit is the same person as Dr. Prescott, who was one of four discussants at the Concord Lyceum on
January 8, 1834 on the question “Ought the reading of novels be encouraged?” as noted Volume I of the Records of
the Concord Lyceum (Special Collections, Concord Free Public Library).
24
Ibid. The speaker was probably Rev. Artemas Muzzey, of Cambridgeport, who lectured at the Concord Lyceum
on Mar. 14, 1838 on ”Common Sense.”
25
Ibid.
26
Ralph Waldo Emerson to “My Dear Sir,” March 8, 1839. Lexington Historical Society Archives, accession
# 7101-8
Menders, Torrey & Spencer
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Rev. Charles Follen writes to unknown recipient about giving a Lyceum lecture.
In the P.S. of a letter that Rev. Charles Follen wrote:
If you wish me to deliver a Lyceum lecture in Lexington as Miss
Robbins mentioned, I could come next week, on Monday, or
Tuesday – but only if it be really desirable. I speak of it because I
promised Miss Robbins to come if I could. If the weather is fair I
shall bring my wife and child to pass the night at your house.
C. F. 27

Undated letter

Eli Robbins receives a letter from G. S. ? (Last name torn off page)
about giving a lecture on Music: 28
My Dear Sir,
I shall have to give you an old lecture upon Music tomorrow
evening, (as I understand a lecture upon that subject will be
preferred), part of which has been in print, though probably not
much read in the country. My lecture is long enough for two, & I
don’t see how to abridge it very easily. Will it do to lecture two
evenings/ -- say Thursday and Friday – or (what I should like still
better) Thursday and Saturday? I had hoped to see some of you at
E’s lecture to night, but unhappily it is postponed. There will be
time, however, to send me an answer tomorrows letter thro’ Mr.
Robbins, or by mail, which I wish you would do and also tell me
at what hour the lecture must commence; for it is likely that I shall
wish to return in the evening in consequence of an engagement,
which I had overlooked & therefore I should like to have it as early
as six so that I may get away by seven. Still I may arrange it so
that I can stay longer. I selected Thursday evening rather
inconsiderately, when I saw you, I wish very much to be in Boston
that night. If the lecture could be Friday & Saturday, I might stay
over Sunday. But I suppose it is too late to make that change now,
& therefore I’ll come Thursday at any rate, [unless] you write me
otherwise.
Your Friend
G. S. (letter torn, last name missing)

After 1840

“Mr. [Amos Bronson] Alcott held a number of conversation meetings in
the room now used as a reading-room. He would select a subject and
invite the people of the village to discuss it. Mr. Cyrus Pierce, teacher at the
State Normal School in Lexington was one of the principal debators.”29

1946-1847

Speakers and topics at a course of lyceum lectures included:

27

Copy in Follen Church Archives
Lexington Historical Society Archives, Accession #6463-8
29
Bradford Smith, “History of the Stone Building,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900), 150.
28
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Charles Sumner on “The True Grandeur of Nations,” previously delivered
in Boston on July 4, 1844;
Wendell Phillips on “The Lost Arts,” a topic selected for him by the
organizers, who were afraid to let Phillips select his own topic for fear he
would select anti-slavery;
Theodore Parker on “The Landing of the Pilgrims;”
Josiah Quincy, Jr. on “Lafayette;”
John C. Park on “The Military of Massachusetts.” 30
1848, March

Possible lecture by Henry David Thoreau. 31
Note: Thoreau’s lecture is listed as in Lexington, so it is not certain that
Thoreau lectured in East Lexington. Lyceum lectures were, for example,
given at the former Masonic Hall at the Munroe Tavern during this time.

1849, July 23

“On July 23, 1849, Amos Adams, president of the East Lexington Lyceum
in East Lexington, Massachusetts wrote to Emerson specifically requesting
‘England’ although Emerson did not record his topic, he undoubtedly delivered
‘England’ on 28 Feb. 1849 when he appeared before the East Lexington Lyceum
for which he received $10 according to his Account Book. 32

Religious Services:
As early as 1833, the people of East Lexington were agitating for a local house of worship. Perhaps they
were influenced by the enactment of the Disestablishment Law on November 11, 1833, in which the
General Court recognized the equality of religious sects and dictated separation of church and state.
Perhaps they were growing tired of being the most prosperous part of town, with sixty families or one
quarter of the population, but receiving few of the benefits available in the Centre Village. Many people
who lived in East Lexington had to walk two miles to and from the First Parish Church on the Lexington
Green in all kinds of weather. As a result, a number of people could not attend religious services.
On March 4, 1833 the people of East Lexington inserted the first of a series of articles in the warrant for
Town Meeting seeking to provide for a meetinghouse in the East Village. Most often Town Meeting
voted to pass over (table) the articles. Two years later, East Villagers began asking, without success, to
receive a portion of the Ministerial Fund to support preaching in East Lexington. 33 Then they asked if the
minister of the First Parish, Rev. Charles Briggs, could divide his time between the two villages. Rev.
Briggs declined to undertake this duty. 34
30

These lecturers are listed in A. Bradford Smith “History of the Stone Building,” op. cit., 155.
From entry in Joel Myerson ed. “Thoreau’s Lectures before Walden: An Annotated Calendar, Studies in the
American Renaissance (Charlottesville, University of Virginia Press, 1995), as referenced on Google.
32
From Ralph Waldo Emerson, Ronald Bosco and Joel Myerson, “The Later Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
1843-1871,” as referenced on Google.
33
It was not until 1845 that Ministerial funds were divided equally among churches in Lexington. See Charles
Hudson, History of the Town of Lexington (Boston: Wiggins and Lust Publishers, 1868), 299.
34
Early Records of the Follen Church. Follen Church Archives. Kindly provided by Faith Ferguson, Follen
Church Archivist.
31
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Eli Robbins and others were trying in the meantime to persuade the Baptists in town, who had previously
worshiped in private homes, to build their church in East Lexington. On June 20, 1833, however, the
Baptists voted to build their church in the present location of the Baptist Church across the street from the
Lexington Town Offices. 35 In July 1833 Eli Robbins wrote angry letters to leaders of the Baptist Church,
protesting that despite the offer of $1,000 from East Lexington residents to support construction, the
decision was made to build in the Centre Village, and charging that the vote was taken after the East
Village people left the meeting. 36 The news that the Baptists would not build in the East Village,
therefore, came after Eli Robbins had already decided to build Robbins Hall in the Spring of 1833. The
timing of these events reinforces the idea that Robbins built the Stone Building primarily for purposes
other than public worship.
In 1835 the people in the East Village began raising money by subscription to hire a minister to preach to
them. In April 1835 they hired Charles Follen to be their minister for six months to one year. Follen
immediately began preaching in Robbins Hall and he and his wife rented a house in East Lexington. In
May of 1836, Follen felt compelled for financial reasons to accept the position of tutor to boys of the
Perkins family in Watertown. He agreed to arrange for ministers to fill his place preaching in East
Lexington. His most frequent substitute was Ralph Waldo Emerson, who preached in Robbins Hall sixty
times between May 1835 and March 1838. 37 In fact, Ambrose Morell, moderator of the East Lexington
church organization, wrote to Follen in October of 1836 that “Money had just been raised to carry on
public worship there on the condition that Emerson would remain in charge.” 38 During this period, Eli
Robbins provided the use of his hall free of charge. In April of 1837, the members of the church society
voted “that the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. Eli Robbins for his Liberality in presenting the
use of the Hall for the last two years to the East Village Society for Public Worship.” 39 Other ministers
whom Rev. Follen hired to preach in the Hall included Rev. Samuel May, Rev. John Dwight, Rev. John
Pierpoint and Rev. Theodore Parker.
There is some evidence that Charles Follen may have preached to the people of East Lexington earlier
than 1835. An article in the Lexington Minuteman for October 16, 1891, quotes the Boston Advertiser
and describes how Follen came to be associated with East Lexington. Eli Robbins met Follen one day
when he was still teaching German at Harvard, explaining East Lexington’s need for religious services.
Mrs. Hannah Robbins even offered a large room in her house for services, and according to the article, the
first service was held there.” 40
In 1839, Charles Follen agreed again to be minister for the people of East Lexington. In the fall he and
his wife returned to the village and he preached in Robbins Hall. They apparently lived in the Stone
Building while the Follen Church was being built next door according to Follen’s octagonal design.
Charles Follen died in a fire on the steamship Lexington in January 1840, while returning from New York
to the dedication of the Follen Church.

35

Ellen A. Robbins Diary, June 20, 1833. Lexington Historical Society Archives.
Charles Follen. Letters to Jonas Munroe, July 1833. Robbins-Stone papers, Lexington Historical Society
Archives.
37
Albert J. Von Frack, ed., The Complete Sermons of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
38
Letters of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Vol. II, 1836-1846, p. 79.
39
Early Records of the Follen Church. Follen Church Archives. Kindly provided by Faith Ferguson, Follen Church
Archivist.
40
Lexington Minuteman Oct. 16, 1891, as quoted in Richard Kollen, “Hell Street,” Lexington From Liberty’s
Birthplace to Progressive Suburb (Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Arcadia Press, 2004), 57.
36
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Other Uses:
In 1834 a Fourth of July oration was given in the Hall, according to Ellen Robbins’s diary.
The Lexington Female Charitable Society met in “Mr. Robbins’ Hall” in late 1834.
C. 1833 to 1835, “Mr. Samuel Adams taught a private school in this hall for about Two years, which was
called the Lexington Institute. . . . Immediately after Mr. Adams had hired the building, Mr. Thoreau
came from Concord to get a lease of it for a private school. . . . Afterward Rev. Mr. Crafts had quite a
flourishing private School in [the hall], with a number of Spanish pupils among his scholars, who boarded
with him in the house” 41
In 1843, Mrs. Trask, afterward Mrs. Charles Tidd, kept a private school in the hall.42
In 1846, Robbins Hall was leased to a daguerreotypist.43
After 1851, Miss Ellen Nash taught a private school in the hall for a number of years. 44
After the steeple of the Follen Church was damaged by fire from a lightning strike in 1857,
religious services were held in Robbins Hall “until the smell in the church could be tolerated.”45
Summary:
In summary, even if providing a place for lyceum lectures was Robbins’s primary motivation for
constructing the Stone Building, he welcomed the opportunity to provide a place for religious services
when he learned that there was no possibility that the Town would build a second meetinghouse in East
Lexington. The irony is that East Lexington’s great benefactor went bankrupt in the panic of 1837. A
handbill in the Lexington Historical Society Archives advertises an auction of a lot of Robbins’s
moveable property including 12,000 to 15,000 skins, two horses, a carriage, wagon and chaise.46 Despite
the bankruptcy, Robbins was somehow able to retain ownership of the Stone Building. Robbins’s
misfortune apparently did not affect the use of the building as a lecture hall or residence. Manufacturing
in general in East Lexington began to decline after 1837. The coming in 1846 of the railroad to
Lexington, which had no stop in the center of the East Village, contributed to East Lexington’s downturn
while stimulating the growth of Lexington Center and opening the town up to commuters. In about 1840,
Robbins sold the Stone Building to his son-in-law, Rev. Stillman L. Lothrop (b. 1811), husband of
Abigail Robbins (b. 1814). In 1851, Robbins’s future son-in-law, Abner Stone (1812-1872), purchased
the building. In 1853, Stone married Robbins’s daughter, Ellen (b. 1817), the author of the diary
references to attending lectures and church services in the building.

41

A. Bradford Smith, “History of the Stone Building,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society, Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900), 148.
42
Ibid., 155.
43
Robbins-Stone Collection, Lexington Historical Society Archives.
44
A. Bradford Smith, “History of the Stone Building.” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society, Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900), 156.
45
Sanborn C. Brown to Mrs. Leroy F. Marek, February 19, 1962. Follen Church Archives.
46
Handbill, Lexington Historical Society Archives, as quoted in Richard Kollen, Lexington, Massachusetts
Treasures from Historic Archives (Charleston, South Carolina: History Press, 2006),
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Residential Use and Later History of the Stone Building
Occupants of the Residential Portion of the Stone Building: 47
C. 1834

Billings Smith and his family lived in the house.

1830s(?)

Rev. Mr. Crafts, who had a private school in the hall, had Spanish pupils who
boarded with him in the house.

1839

Rev. Charles Follen lived in the house while the Follen Church was being built
next door.48

1839

During the summer of 1839 Hon. Jonathan Phillips, of Boston, made his home in
the building with Dr. Follen.
Gambodella, the great Italian artist, spent most of the summer here, and on the
day of the fair [East Village fair] he sent up a balloon from the lawn in front of
this building.

1839, Dec.

Robert James MacIntosh, son of Sir James MacIntosh, the British Minister at
Washington, married Marry Mary Appleton, daughter of Hon. Nathan Appleton.
They spent their honeymoon in the house.

C. 1840

Rev. Stillman L. Lothrop purchased the Stone Building and lived there with his
family for a number of years. Lothrop was Eli Robbins’s son in law, having
married Abigail Robbins in 1839.

1851

Stone Building is purchased by Abner Stone, who married Eli Robbins’s
daughter, Ellen, in 1853.

1857

Abijah Pierce occupied the Stone Building.

1872

Abner Stone, his wife, Ellen, and daughter, Ellen, occupied the Stone Building at
the time of Abner’s death.

Other occupants of the house in the late nineteenth century with their families: Mr. Oran Nash, J. F.
Maynard, C. G. Kauffman, Alonzo Leavitt, Mr. Eddy and Mr. and Mrs. George D. Estabrook, descendant
of the Estabrook family of Lexington.
During the period between the 1920s and 1946, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Garmon lived in the ell with his
family and served as janitor for the Library. 49
Acquisition of the Stone Building by the Town and Library Use:
Ellen Robbins Stone (1817-1890), wife of Abner, had the vision to provide in her will land on which the
Town of Lexington could build a branch library in East Lexington. She was the same Ellen who wrote in
47

Unless otherwise attributed, the information in this list comes from A Bradford Smith “History of the Stone
Building,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II (Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical
Society, 1900.
48
Robbins-Stone Papers, Lexington Historical Society Archives.
49
Personal communications Ruth Doran and Donna Hooper.
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her diary about the lyceum lectures she attended in 1834, and who in 1838 mentions that her family had a
discussion about abolition with visitors. 50 An obituary in the Women’s Journal indicates that Ellen Stone
maintained a lifelong interest in abolition, women’s issues, and education. The obituary, apparently
written by the more famous Linda Stone (no relation) of the Women’s Suffrage movement, gives an
indication of the breadth of Ellen Stone’s associations in the causes that she espoused.
Her daughter, Ellen A. Stone, Jr. (1854-1943) a graduate of Boston University Law School in 1889,
followed in her mother’s footsteps in her concern for education. She was the first woman to serve on the
Lexington School Board. Miss Stone, instead of following the directive in her mother’s will, proposed
that she would sell the Mansion House to the Town of Lexington for $2,000, a fraction of its value. The
Town accepted the proposal on behalf of the Library Trustees in March of 1892.
The gift raised great enthusiasm, and for some, it seemed like a return to the building’s original purpose.
In his article on the Stone Building published in the Historical Society Proceedings written just four years
after the transfer to the Town, A. Bradford Smith concluded “We [again] have a beautiful place where all
ages, nationalities and sects in our village may gain knowledge and wisdom, not alone from books and
magazines, but also from the varied classes for instruction, which shall be held here.” 51
Though the partitions downstairs were kept and the rooms used for various sections of the library, for
children’s books, adult reading room, etc., the upstairs lecture hall was returned to its original size by the
removal of two partitions. The ell was to be living quarters for a janitor for the building. Though the
name, the Stone Building, has been used since the building was acquired by the Town, the vision that the
library trustees and townspeople had for the building briefly included renaming it the Stone Athenaeum
with the attendant associations with learning and art. On July 5, 1892, the library trustees voted to so
name it, and referred to it thus in a few subsequent entries.
By Sept. 6 the trustees voted that the reading room and library be immediately occupied in the building.
At their Nov. 1, 1892 meeting, the library trustees reviewed and approved “A petition of 78 residents of
Lexington asking for ‘use of a room in the Stone Building for classes in the study of American History,
the reading and study of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the History of Primitive Christianity, and the reading and
study of Shakespeare.’” At their next meeting the trustees approved the request of the East Lexington
Finance Club to use a room for monthly meetings at a charge of $1.50 per meeting. At the January 8,
1893 meeting it was reported that George Estabrook had been appointed janitor of the “Stone Building.”
His compensation included use of the “tenement” with the building and $100 per year. On June 1, 1893,
the trustees “voted that the Young men’s Lend-a-Hand Club be given the free use of a part of the cellar of
the Stone Building provided that, under the supervision of the sub-committee, they fit it up with suitable
gymnastic equipment at their own expense.” In 1894, a resident of the Munroe Tavern recorded attending
three events in the Hall, which he refers first as “Emerson” Hall and then as “Follen Hall. On February 2,
he attended a debate on the on the pension question. On Nov. 30, he heard William Lloyd Garrison, son
of the abolitionist, lecture on the Single Tax. On April 18, 1895, he attended a lecture by Mr. McGlenon
illustrated with a stereopticon describing the ride of Paul Revere on April 19, 1775. 52 Also in 1895, a
table was set up in the hall; a photograph shows people gathered around a table reading. In the 1920s,
Brownies met in the upstairs hall. 53 Between 1922 and 1935 “Emerson Hall” was the polling place for the
50

Ellen A. Robbins Stone, Diary. Lexington Historical Society Archives.
A. Bradford Smith, “History of the Stone Building,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society Vol. II
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1900): 157
52
The above references are found in the diary of Edwin Graves Champney, Munroe Tavern resident from 1880 to
1895. Transcribed excerpts in the Lexington Historical Society Archives.
53
Personal communication from Ruth Doran.
51
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south precinct of Lexington. 54 Further research is needed to document other uses of the building in
addition to the library use.
In 1943, the Library trustees questioned whether they should maintain the building, given the cost of
necessary repairs. They consulted with the Town Counsel, who agreed that they could tear down the
Stone Building and build a small modern library. 55
By 1946, the idea of razing the library had been discarded and plans were made to renovate it by opening
up the first floor (see Architectural Analysis section of this report). In 1963, using the lecture hall for a
children’s library was proposed. During subsequent decades, the hall served the children of East
Lexington and beyond as their library, while the downstairs of the library remained heavily used by
adults.
In 1976 the Stone Building was placed on the National Register of Historic Places for its architectural
merit and for its association with the Robbins family and the development of East Lexington.
Use of the East Lexington Branch Library declined after the central library was renovated and enlarged.
The East Lexington Library went to fewer open hours and consequently even less use, although the
building was still highly valued as a resource by people in the eastern part of town.
On August 21, 2007, a pipe burst in the upstairs bathroom causing the library to close. Not long
thereafter, Geneva Kropper, a 12-year-old resident of East Lexington, mounted a campaign, complete
with web site, to return the building to library use. Her efforts garnered considerable publicity and
support. 56
The trustees of the library began the process of defining the future use of the Stone Building. They
requested proposals for use and held hearings to get input from townspeople. At the same time HKT
Architects of Cambridge were hired to prepare a report giving options for renovating the building to
standards for public use. The library issued a request-for-proposal for the use of the building, which the
Library will continue to own. Of the six proposals submitted, the one proposed by the Town for a
Lexington Heritage Center, received the approval of the Library Trustees.

54

Personal communication from Donna Hooper.
S. R. Wrightington, Lexington Town Counsel, to Rev. Harold Handley, Chairman, Cary Memorial Library Board
of Trustees, Nov. 26, 1943. Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Cary Memorial Library, Director’s office.
56
“Girl Campaigns to Save the East Branch,” Lexington Minuteman, Nov. 21, 2007.
55
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Stone Building
Documentary Evidence of Construction, Alteration and Renovation

Original Construction:
1833 “Spring”

Eli Robbins commissions Isaac Melvin, a master carpenter from Concord
(later termed architect), to design the building. Melvin incorporates
design motifs from Asher Benjamin’s architectural books, The Practical
House Carpenter (1830) and The Practice of Architecture (1833).
Notably the frontispiece of the building is a virtual line for line copy of
Plate XXVIII in the 1833 book. i
John Colby of Lexington is the contractor. Colby helps build the Universalist
Church in the spring of 1840 in East Lexington. ii
By January 1834 building is completed enough for a lyceum lecture to be held in
the hall. iii
A plan from the early 1870s for developing the land behind the Stone Building
gives the apparent original footprint of the building and portico: iv

The building contained living quarters on the first floor and in the rear ell, and a
lecture hall on the second floor. Later descriptions and a sketch plan made c.
1890 indicate that there were four rooms on the first floor flanking an ample
hallway leading from the front door to a straight-run staircase to the second floor
lecture hall. A second hallway led from the door on the northwest side of the
building to the center hall. It is uncertain if there was a second set of stairs to
serve the private residence. The ell was, according to the sketch plan, divided
into three rooms.
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This c. 1890 plan, on the reverse side of a print of the Stone Building and the
Follen Church, labeled “First Floor Plan” in Ellen Stone’s hand, is located in the
Robbins-Stone Papers in the Lexington Historical Society Archives.
The 1870s plan seems to indicate no rear porch. By c. 1890 a rear porch is shown
on the sketch plan. Whether or not it is the same one shown in 20th century
photographs is uncertain.
The lecture hall, as built originally, was similar in plan for the layout suggested
for Lyceum lectures. (See section on the Lyceum use of the Stone Building
elsewhere in the Historical Analysis section of this report.)
c. 1855

Though not the original color scheme, the two oldest known photos of the Stone
Building show the body of the building painted a light color, probably white,
with dark colored shutters. Shutters are folded over the panels below the first
floor front windows. This arrangement was intended to suggest that the windows
were fashionable full length ones.

Evidence of Changes and Repairs to the Stone Building: v
1892

The Stone Building is sold by Ellen A. Stone, Jr. to the Town of Lexington for
the use of the East Lexington Branch Library, which had been established in the
old Adams School in 1883. Repairs and modifications, intended to make the
building suitable for library use, are detailed in the minutes of the meetings of the
Board of Trustees of the Cary Memorial Library. The changes were to be funded
by an appropriation by Town Meeting.
The work of readying the Stone Building for library use is described in the
meeting minutes for March 12, 1892 thus:
Voted: that the piazza ceiling be sheathed, the piazza sills renewed,
northwest side of the roof on the main building and the entire L
shingled, chimneys rebuilt from the roof up and outside thoroughly
painted. Voted: that the L be separated from the main building by
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solid partitions leaving one door of communication only on each
floor. Voted: that the two rooms on the southeast side of the main
building be used for the library and reading room. Voted that the
partitions separating the three front rooms and the small entryway
on the second floor be removed and the hall restored to its original
size.
According to this last sentence the hall appears to have been divided into three
rooms in 1892. This must have occurred sometime after the original
construction. A second sketch plan, accompanying the one illustrated above,
shows the hall thus subdivided and seems to confirm that there were partitions in
the hall in 1892.

Late 19th /
20th c.

Photos during this period show the window frames, the doorway and other early
trim elements picked out in a contrasting color, darker than the walls.

1903

Celebration of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Ralph Waldo Emerson
in the second floor hall. Commemorative booklet in the Lexington Historical
Society Archives includes photos of the hall.

1934-1936

Extensive and long needed repairs, including reshingling the roof, are completed.

1943

The Trustees of Cary Memorial Library are informed that nearly $1,000 of
painting and other repairs to the Stone Building are needed. They question “the
wisdom of the library continuing to operate at such overhead expenses.” The
trustees request the opinion of Town Counsel as to whether “the present building
. . . can be razed and a small, modern Library erected on the site.” He responds
that the building could be razed. vi

1945

The Improvement Committee of the Library requests estimates of the costs of a
new small branch library in East Lexington and also the cost of repairing the
Stone Building.

1946

The Library Trustees insert an article in the Town Meeting warrant requesting
funds for remodeling and improving the Stone Building.

1946, April 10

Library Trustees meeting minutes report that “town meeting funds for Library are
available and the architect’s contract is to be drawn up. The living quarters at the
rear of the building are to be removed and the janitor to be given notice to vacate.
The scope of work included removal of stairway at side door, moving the lower
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portion of main stair to bend 90 degrees, addition of iron fire escape at the rear
of the building, built-in book shelving and circulation desk, and new vestibule at
the front door.”
Killham, Hopkins and Greeley, Architects, designed the renovations. Other
changes are detailed on the plans now in the files at the Samuel Hadley Public
Services Building in the Town of Lexington.
The plans show a three run staircase at the side doorway that intrudes into the
lecture hall space upstairs (see floor plan on page 59 for clarification). There is
reason to believe that the stairs to be removed (the “stairway at the side door” as
noted in the April 10, 1946 scope of work) were not part of the original
construction. A photo taken in 1895 of people reading at a table seems to show
the location where the stairs to be removed in 1946 were. It is suspected that the
stairs were installed after 1895, but before 1946.
Killham, Hopkins and Greeley sign a contract with the contractor, C. R. Burns of
Brookline, Massachusetts.
1947, January 16

“A report of progress on the repairs at the East Lexington Library was made.
Fluorescent fixtures have been shown and will be installed for approval.
Considerable changes to the staircase have been made for greater headroom.
Bookcases are being built-in. . . . Emerson Hall [as it was called] will be used for
children’s story telling hours, and possibly loan exhibitions.”

1947, February 10

“Work of the East Lexington Branch now nearing completion. There remains
exterior painting in part, interior painting with Willliamsburg green the
prominent color in part, the asphalt tile flooring and the delivery desk. Additions
for moving a radiator, adding electrical outlets and racks to the amount of $51.00
were approved.”
A new oil burner replaced a coal furnace.
Total cost of the renovations is $13,526.66.

1947, April 17

“[At] a tour of inspection of the newly decorated building . . . various remaining
details were discussed. The proposed grading was found to be, in the opinion of
Mr. Garrity, Supt. of Parks, an expensive job costing in the neighborhood of
$1,000, so the Trustees voted to postpone action until later.”

1956

Discussion of transition of “Emerson Hall” on second floor into children’s room.

1964

Aluminum siding added.
Edwin B. Worthen, Jr., an architect and local historian, was concerned enough
about the rumored application of aluminum siding in 1964 that he measured the
width of the weathers shown in historic photographs (by counting the number of
clapboards adjacent to windows he could measure), and found them to be five
inches wide. He wrote to Rev. Harold Handley, the Chairman of the Cary
Library Trustees, expressing a number of concerns about aluminum siding
including weather width. Rev. Handley wrote back saying that they were
addressing Worthen's concerns and had been assured that the weathers on the

Menders, Torrey & Spencer
2009

22

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT
PART 1: DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY

The Stone Building
LEXINGTON, MA

aluminum siding would be the same (in fact, the aluminum clapboards have fourinch weathers.) Rev. Handley described the reason for installing the aluminum
siding thus; "Our problem is not paint, but too much paint, encrusted over the
years. When we tried to estimate the cost of removing paint, it was exorbitant,
and dangerous. We then investigated the practicality of aluminum siding and
found the cost much less." vii
1967

Building Inspection Report: Noted beetle and fungus damage, calls for repair
included structural reinforcing of fireplaces, window sill in basement near
bulkhead, floor beams in basement and possibly attic.viii
Electrical work done.

1968

Contract for beetle and fungus control and repair work at the East
Lexington Branch Library was signed.

1970

Carpeting installed.

1973

Structural renovations? Mentioned in 1983 Energy Study.

1974

Second floor ceiling to have six inches of fiberglass or mineral wool insulation.

1975

Air conditioning added.

1976

Stone Building and Follen Church placed on the National Register of Historic
Places as a district.

1978

Exterior painting scope of work included:

1983

1. Scraping, sanding and spot priming any areas of loose paint.
2. Removal of loose window glazing. Replacing the painting all windows.
3. Scraping, sanding and spot priming with rust-inhibitive primer of all rusted
areas on the rear fire escape.
4. Application of one finish coat on all previously painted surfaces.
Paint
shall be high quality oil base Dupont, Dutch Boy, Devoe, Benjamin Moore,
Pittsburgh, or equal. Contract excluded shutter work, to be “handled
separately.”ix
In relation to the “contemplated sale of Adams School” the Library Board of
Trustees agreed to:
1. Thirteen parking spaces, which was determined as their peak requirements.
2. The present lawn must be maintained to preserve the building’s setting.
3. Circulation driveway should remain open for public use.
Library applies for a certificate of appropriateness from the Historic Districts
Commission, for unknown revision/addition.
Preliminary Technical Assistance Energy Study.

1985

Menders, Torrey & Spencer
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1985, December

Step with handrail added to the front door.

1986, July

The right side of the roof is reshingled.

1988

Davies and Bibbins, Architects, change Order for:

The Stone Building
LEXINGTON, MA

1. Work on heating, ventilating and air conditioning.
2. Glazed ceramic tiles on women’s bathroom.
3. Vinyl flooring.
4. Wind brace for new chimney extension.
1992

Exterior paint work done by Adam Painting Co.; Inc., scope included:
1. Removal of all loose paint from the building and prime raw wood.
2. Prime all face of gutters and windowsills.
3. Prime any area that shows wear.
4. Remove loose putty from window sash, back prime and re-glaze.
5. Clean and oil gutters and make sure conductor pipes are running free.
6. Paint exterior trim with one coat of Best Quality Oil-base finish.
7. All shutters will be removed, prepared, painted and replaced.
8. Rust spots on fire escape will be spot primed with Rustoleum primer and
painted with one coat of Rustoleum aluminum finish.
9. Iron rails and bulkhead will be spot-primed with Rustoleum primer and
finished with Rustoleum black finish.

1996, Aug. 7

Historic Districts Commission approves placement of two benches painted
white on the front porch of the Stone Building.

1998

Department of Public Works renovated second floor hall. Work included:
new ceiling, refinished floors, plaster and painted walls.

1999

Electrical work done, including rewiring building to handle computer needs. The
left side of the roof (Follen Church side) leaks, causes damage to recently
renovated second floor. Leak is caused by a crack across the length of the roof;
planks over the entire roof are noted to need replacing. New plywood and
shingles were placed over the entire roof; shingles carry a 25-year warranty.

2000, August

Precision Electrical Contractors to 1) “furnish and installed total of (8) flush
floor boxes, (4) data provisions on the first floor. Each power floor box contains
one 120V-dedicated circuit with (2) duplex receptacles. 2) Furnish and install (1)
120V 20A quad receptacle at circulation desk. 3) Furnish and Install (3) 120V
20A dedicated quad receptacles on second floor. Additions: “Change some of
the outlets in the children’s room and add another electrical box to the second
floor.”

2005

Building in need of repair, interior and exterior, on Town’s List of Capital
Improvements for several years.

2007, August 21

An interior pipe burst causing flooding. Building closed.

2008, June

HKT Architects, Inc. submit “Planning Report for the Stone Building.”
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Menders, Torrey & Spencer, Inc. submit “Stone Building Historic
Structure Report.”

i

Elizabeth W. Reinhardt and Anne A. Grady, “Asher Benjamin in East Lexington,” Old-Time New England Ser.
No. 247-248 (Winter-Spring 1977): 23-35.
ii
Fred. S. Piper, “Architectural Yesterdays in Lexington,” Proceedings of the Lexington Historical Society, vol. IV
(Lexington, Massachusetts: Lexington Historical Society, 1912), 118; George Washington Simonds Diary, April 10,
1840. Lexington Historical Society Archives.
iii
Ellen A. Robbins, Diary, Jan. 24, 1834.
iv
A Plan for the development of the land behind the Stone Building, early 1870s. Robbins-Stone Papers, Lexington
Historical Society Archives.
v
Unless otherwise stated references to all of the repairs to the Stone Building are found in the Files of the Director
of Cary Memorial Library including the minutes of the meetings of the Library Trustees. Some documents regarding
repairs that were listed the HKT Planning Report of 2008 were not relocated during preparation of this report. The
text of these entries is taken from the Timeline in the HKT report.
vi
S. R. Wrightington, Lexington Town Counsel, to Rev. Harold Handley, Chairman, Cary Memorial Library Board
of Trustees, Nov. 26, 1943. Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Cary Memorial Library, Director’s office.
vii
Correspondence between Edwin B. Worthen, Jr. and Rev. Harold Handley, March 31, and April 30, 1964.
Worthen Collection, Cary Memorial Library.
viii
Donald Muirhead, Inspection Report, East Branch Library, Lexington, Massachusetts. Cary Memorial Library
Director’s office files.
ix
See detailed specifications on file in the office of the Director of Cary Memorial Library, purple folder.
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HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS
The following images were collected by Anne Grady in the course of research into the history of the Stone
Building. Sources are listed in the captions.
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Stone Building and part of Follen Church c. 1850-1855
Photograph of a Daguerreotype
Historic New England Archives
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Stone Building c. 1855-1860
Worthen Collection, Cary Library
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Detail of photograph of Follen Church and Stone Building c. 1860
Attributed to Josiah Johnson Hawes
Worthen Collection Cary Library
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Follen Church and Stone Building c. 1855-1860
Robbins Stone Collection, Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Stone Building showing name Cary Branch Library and decorated for a patriotic celebration c. 1900
Worthen Collection, Cary Library
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Robbins Hall looking north c. 1895
Worthen Collection, Cary Library
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Stone Building c. 1900
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Stone Building in 1903
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Stone building Front Door with Miss Carrie Fiske 1903
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Lecture in Robbins Hall 1903
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Robbins Hall view with fireplace 1903
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Robbins Hall with portrait of Charles Follen 1903
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Robbins Hall with portrait of Emerson 1903 looking toward the front of the Stone Building 1903
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Stone Building, probably early 20th century
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Stone Building after Ice Storm 1921
Lexington Historical Society Archives
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Stone Building March 1942
Worthen Collection, Cary Library
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Stone Building 1975
Courtesy of Richard Morehouse
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Historical Plans
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Introduction
As described earlier, the changes to the Stone Building are largely limited to the interior. The remaining
exterior, the loss of the ell excepted, is generally unchanged. Even the west entry in the center of the west
elevation, while briefly missing, was restored in or around the 1946 renovation.
The plans on the following pages are a conjectural, graphic chronicle of the changes. Except for the 1946
plans and the 2009 plans, each drawing is an extrapolation from the anecdotal and physical evidence accumulated in preparing this report.
Conjectural Original Construction
The first plans and elevations are conjectural reconstructions of the initial construction of the Stone Building. Where no physical evidence remains, the image is rendered with dashed lines.
Changes to 1946
The next series of plans documents changes to the original plan that are observed in photographs and in
the physical evidence of the building. In instances where no date is known, conclusions about the time
frame of the change are suggested based on historic physical or photographic evidence.
1946
Reproductions of the 1946 plans. Note that not all changes from 1946 are shown on the plan. As is common with architectural projects, some changes ocurred over the course of implementation that were not
called for in the original design documents.
2009
Conditions of the Stone Building in August 2009 when the report investigations began.
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Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 1: Basement Plan with Conjectural Details Dashed
Menders, Torrey & Spencer
2009

51

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT
PART 1: DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY

The Stone Building
LEXINGTON, MA

Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 2: First Floor Plan with Conjectural Details Dashed
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Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 3: Secon Floor Plan with Conjectural Details Dashed
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Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 4: Attic Plan with Conjectural Details Dashed
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Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 5: Conjectural Historical Facade

Figure 6: Conjectural Rear (North) Elevation
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Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 7: Conjectural East Elevation
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Conjectural Original Construction

Figure 8: Conjectural West Elevation
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Changes to 1946

Figure 9: Changes to Basement Prior to 1946
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Changes to 1946

Figure 10: Changes to First Floor Prior to 1946
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Changes to 1946

Figure 11: Changes to Second Floor Prior to 1946
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Changes to 1946

Figure 12: Changes to Attic Prior to 1946
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1946

Figure 13: 1946 First Floor Renovation Plan
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1946

Figure 14: 1946 Second Floor Renovation Plan
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2009

Figure 15: 2009 Existing Basement Floor Plan
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2009

Figure 16: 2009 Existing First Floor Plan
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2009

Figure 17: 2009 Existing Second Floor Plan
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2009

Figure 18: 2009 Existing Attic Floor Plan
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2009

Figure 19: 2009 Existing Facade

Figure 20: 2009 Existing West Elevation
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2009

Figure 21: 2009 Existing East Elevation

Figure 22: 2009 Existing North Elevation
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